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In This Issue 

Welcome!

Welcome to the premier issue of “The Talon,” the new monthly newsletter of the Durham Eagles Athletic Association.  With each issue, we hope to keep you informed of the latest events and information regarding Durham Eagles football.

Academic Achievement and the Pop Warner Regional Scholars   [image: image2.png]



Congratulations are in order for Ricquaz Brannon, Dallas Hancock, Darius Holeman, Lee Rodio and Jared Worley (pictured above with his father, Scott) for being inducted into the Durham War Eagles Academic Hall of Fame.  Each young man earned an outstanding academic record during the first scholastic quarter while also playing Durham Eagles football.

The Pop Warner All-American Academic Scholars have been announced and they are:  Ricquaz Brannon,  Jarrod France, Dallas Hancock, Kendall Hinton, Sheldon Johnson, Steven Oakley, Lee Rodio, Marvin Tillman and Jared Worley.  To be eligible for nomination, each player had to maintain a grade point average of 96 or above for the entire 2007/2008 school year.  
.
The Durham War Eagles had more Academic All-Americans than any team in the Consolidated Football Federation.  Congratulations to these fine young men from Durham.

Let There Be Light

If you have driven by Lowe’s Grove Middle School and the Durham Eagles practice field this year, you may have noticed that we now have lights!  This year our field will be lit without having to use the portable “highway construction lights.”  Once again, the Durham Eagles Athletic Association would like to thank the Carolina Panthers, the LISC Corporation and the Durham Eagles Foundation for their assistance and generosity. 
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Spring Steps

This spring, we will once again be starting our football camps.  The Durham Eagles will hold one camp every month beginning April 25.  Camps are always on a Saturday from 9:00am until 12noon and children of all ages are welcome.  The camp is free and no registration is necessary.

Speaking of Registration…

Pre-Registration will begin in April on the same day as our first Durham Eagles football camp.  Priority is given to our returning players, however pre-registration will also be available to new participants beginning in May.

Eagles Spotlight
“Eagles Spotlight” will focus on a former Durham Eagles player and will update us on their present status.  In this issue of “The Talon,” we talk to D.J. Elliker, former Durham Eagles quarterback.

How many years did you play Durham Eagles football?

D.J.—“Five years.”

And your first year was when?

D.J.—“2000.”

Tell us the teams and the coaches you played for.

D.J.—“My first year year was Mitey-Mites with Coach Potter.  We went 8-0.  My second year was Mitey-Mites with Coach Potter.  We went back to back (8-0 again).  My third year I went to Coach Hester at Junior PeeWee.  We lost only one game and that was to our other Eagles team in the C.F.F. Championship.  And then the next year was the national championship year and we went 15-0 and then my fifth year was at PeeWees with Coach Brown. We lost in the play-offs.”
So in five years, you only lost two games?

D.J.—“Yes, that’s right.”  

And what positions did you play?

D.J.—“Quarterback and Safety.”
When you think back about playing Durham Eagles football, what memories come back?
D.J.—“There are so many, but first would be winning the national championship in 2003.  But playing for the Eagles was amazing.” 
Let’s talk about now.  What year are you in at Jordan High School?

D.J.—“I’m in my Junior season playing baseball at Jordan.”

And you started on the varsity baseball team as a freshman and you were All-Conference as a freshman.

D.J.—“Yes sir.”

And you were All-Conference last year, as well.

D.J.—“Yes sir.”

So what’s next?  What do you want to do?

D.J.—“I want to go to college.  I’m hoping to play some college baseball.  My coach is telling me there are some schools that are looking at me.”

Looking back, how would you describe what playing for the Durham Eagles was like?

D.J.—“Brotherhood. You’re best friends with every player on the team.  You’re so close. It was so much fun.  It was the time of my life and I’ll remember it forever.”

To see D.J. in action (circa 2001), go here:

http://www.vimeo.com/5229093
If you have information to submit or know of someone who would like to receive “The Talon,” send the information to dmpotter@nc.rr.com. 

